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Farm Beat: Foster Farms vet receives food safety award

By John Holland

jholland@modbee.com

An international group has recognized the chief veterinarian at Foster Farms for his efforts against salmonella.

Dr. Robert O’Connor received the 2015 Food Safety Innovation Award from NSF International, a global public health organization, at a gathering in
Baltimore.

O’Connor led efforts to bolster safeguards after a 2013 outbreak traced to raw chicken from the company’s headquarters plant in Livingston and two
plants in Fresno. Since April 2014, Foster Farms has kept salmonella detections in raw chicken parts to no more than 5 percent of samples, compared
with an industry standard of 25 percent and a federal proposal for 15.4 percent.

The efforts stretched from the farms that breed chickens to the sites where they grow to market size and on into the processing plants.

“I am honored to receive this award and would like to recognize my staff and company leadership, who applied countless time to this effort, as well
as our food safety advisers, who also contributed to the program’s success,” said O’Connor, who also is senior vice president of technical services. “...
All producers have a stake in improving the quality of American foods and the welfare of the birds in their care.”

ELSEWHERE ON THE FARM BEAT: A local product is helping to feed the nation. Modesto-raised actor Jeremy Renner recorded a pair of TV ads for
Feeding America, a network of food banks. They coincide with this week’s release of Renner’s latest film, “The Avengers: Age of Ultron.” Co-star
Scarlett Johansson also recorded spots.

“As a parent, I think it’s tragic that one in five children struggles with hunger right here in America,” Renner says in one ad. In the other, he notes
that “billions of pounds of good food are wasted every year.”

The Feeding America network includes Second Harvest Food Bank of Manteca, which serves low-income residents of Stanislaus and San Joaquin
counties. These groups get much of their donations from farmers and food processors.

▪ Nominations are invited for the annual Leopold Conservation Award, which recognizes Californians who farm and ranch with care for the
environment.

The $10,000 honor is named for the late Aldo Leopold, who helped inspire the conservation movement with a 1949 book, “A Sand County
Almanac.”

Robert O’Connor, holding a 9-day-old broiler chick at a Foster Farms chicken ranch in Atwater, led efforts to bolster safeguards against salmonella. | Debbie Noda - Modesto
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The California Farm Bureau Federation presents the award along with the Sand County Foundation, based in Leopold’s home state of Wisconsin, and
Sustainable Conservation, a group that works with farmers and other business people.

Nominations must be postmarked by July 10 and mailed to Leopold Conservation Award, c/o Sustainable Conservation, 98 Battery St., Suite 302,
San Francisco 94111.
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